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I just want to appreciate Miqlat for giving me the opportunity to represent 
my fellow Malawians in the U.S. this past March.  It was great to have the 
chance to visit the people and the churches who have been faithfully 
supporting our kids for the past 13 years.  While I was there, I came to 
understand that Americans work hard and they have so many choices 

about how to spend their money.  When they choose to sponsor our kids, it’s not 
because they have so much, but because they’re sacrificing the other things 
they could be doing.  I believe it is so important for Malawians and Americans to 
work together in Miqlat so that it can be a complete work . . . So we can all 
understand how we can best help the orphan kids in Malawi. 

Zikomo kwambiri (thank you very much) for all the warm 
welcomes and fun times.  I was overwhelmed by my new 
experiences at Disneyland and in the snow.  The fireworks, the 
rides and seeing Mickey Mouse “in person” on behalf of my kids 
was wild and also very special.   The Bible verses about your sins 
being washed white as snow now have new meaning for me 
having seen what that kind of white really looks like. 

I saw lots of things being done in America that Malawi could 
also benefit from, but it doesn’t happen there because of 
poor leadership.  I believe much of the reason we are the 
fourth poorest nation in the world is because our leaders are corrupt and 
selfish.  Our people wait for motivation and direction, but our leaders think 
only of themselves, not of others.  I hope that I can take back some 
inspiration like what came from one of our former Presidents.  He said we 
should “Dream in Color” meaning that instead of looking at a building and 
saying, “I wish I could work in that building” (That would be dreaming in 
black and white.), we should say, “I wish I could own that building.” 

Thanks for continuing to support our Miqlat kids even through college so 
they can take the Lord’s vision for their lives and “Dream with Him in 
Color”!
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Though life at home hasn’t been easy for our Miqlat children, the privileges of 
nutritious meals, good education and knowing the Lord that you have 
provided for them have made them blessed far beyond their peers in the 
villages.  Understanding this, our local Kogoya Hope Center leader, Ethel 
Dinala, had the heart to help the kids realize it too.  She began organizing 
what she calls Charity Days where they go together to someone in the 
community who is suffering from lack of support and serve them in whatever 
ways they need.  The children even share the few coins they have to 
purchase soap and supplies for the outreach. This has been happening 
periodically for over a year now and the kids have come to understand that 
they have much to offer as a blessing to others.   

One day when working with an elderly widow, some of the students came to 
Ethel with a request to find a way to do more.  They were beginning to see 
that her needs, as well as those of many others, were greater than they were 
able to address.  As they all brainstormed, they realized more help would 
mean the need for more money, so they made a plan to raise additional funds 
from the community by putting on a mock wedding.  Mock (pretend) 
wedding??? How would that work??  It actually was a real wedding ceremony 
for some of our older neighbors who had raised a family together for many 
years, but could never afford to put together an actual wedding celebration 
(an expensive proposition even in an African village!).  The mock part comes 
from the idea that all the gifts would go, not to the couple, but to the Charity 
Day fund. 

The event was a HUGE success!  Organized and executed by the kids and 
the entire Hope Center staff (including the teachers), the monetary gifts, all 
from poor villagers, amounted to more than $250!  But even better was the 
fun (of course it’s Africa so each gift was presented with much music and 
dancing!) and community camaraderie that erupted that day!  God’s spirit of 
JOY was all over that place!  

Thank you, Lord, for blessing us so we can be a blessing to others! 

BLESSED AS RECEIVERS 
EVEN MORE BLESSED AS GIVERS 
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