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One of the reasons people love to visit and work in Malawi is 
the warm, hospitable spirit of the people here - thus Malawi’s 
nickname, “The Warm Heart of Africa”.  During June, we had 
the wonderful opportunity to welcome two sets of visitors – Two 
interns from the FOPC church in Sacramento and 11 Southern 
Californians, donors and friends of our founders, Dan and 
Kristen Gillespie.  Let me share some of the highlights of the 
good times we’ve had together this month . . . 

TAKULANDIRANI (You are most welcome!)

Gratitude and Celebration for the Kogoya Hope Center Primary 
School 

What a truly incredible celebration we had on June 18 at the Kogoya 
Center!  It was our official dedication of the elementary school there 
that has been in the building process for the past three years and in 
the dreaming process for many more than that.  Challenged by the 
barrier of a poor educational system, we have been so very proud of 
our students who have been able to do well, acquiring reading and 
writing skills even in their second language in government school 
classes of 150-300 kids.  For so many years, we asked God to show us a way to build our own schools, 
but He kept asking us to wait until finally, in 2016, His timing and our vision came together and He 
provided the donors for us to begin construction.  So, slowly, steadily, our Miqlat schools have come 
together, increasing by a few rooms a year until thankfully, this year, our Kogoya classrooms will be 
complete. A reason to celebrate indeed! . . . And, rejoice we did!  What an honor it was to have some of 
the school’s donors in Malawi to enjoy the celebration with us!   

Our guests from California, the government education office 
and the local community were first treated to a “show-off 
show” by our students who proudly demonstrated their skills, 
particularly in English.  Entertainment by local performers got 
everyone dancing and singing Malawi style and finally the 
school keys were officially handed over from the donors to our 
local leaders.  An unforgettable day in Kogoya village for sure! 

Words cannot express our immense gratitude to our Father 
and those who have humbly heard His call to partner with Him 
to change the lives of hundreds of children in Malawi.  
ZIKOMO KWAMBIRI! (Thank you very much!)
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Reflections from Hana: 
I am so grateful for my time here in Malawi; it 
has been both restful and challenging. 
Spending more time in the Miqlat Schools was 
exciting.  Even in the short time we were here, 
I saw the kids learning and growing. Getting to 
know the teachers, learning from and working 
with them, was rewarding as well. It was 
uncomfortable at first to navigate the 
intercultural interactions of coming into their 
space to try to encourage them and add 
positively to what they were already doing. As 
time passed, however, we were able to 
develop enjoyable friendships through the 
process.  
Designing after-school programming has been 
joyful chaos. God has been gently teaching 
me how to fully engage out of the security of 
His love.  The time I have had here, my talents 
and ideas, are like the loaves and fishes that 
the little boy offered to Jesus when he fed the 
5,000. In giving thanks and offering them 
wholeheartedly to God, I have been able to let go more 
completely of what others think of me and enjoy precious 
moments with the people here. Their smiles have been a 
contagious blessing! 

Reflections from Zoe: 
“In my time of being in Malawi, I became overwhelmed by the statement 
made in Exodus 3:14 - “I Am who I Am.” This is because the Lord 
graciously gave me a new revelation of His power and glory here. 
Understanding God as Creator is one thing, but it gave light to a whole new 
meaning of love when I was embraced by His persistent pursuit of me. 
Here in Malawi, the children’s love was daily poured over me.  This, I found, 
truly resembles the love God pours over me on a continuous basis. 
In a few particular instances, I stepped back and observed the children who 
would flock to us as if we were friends since birth.  Other children seemed 
to hold themselves back, seemingly shy or uninterested. One day I went to 
God and asked him “Why do certain kids flock to me? What did I do that 
made them so interested in me?”  Abba Father whispered in that moment, 
“Will you take care of these ones for me?” I was surprised, yet honored, to 
have such an impact on these little ones half-way across the world from 
me.  My time here has been an incredible blessing that I will never take for 
granted.”

BLESSED AS RECEIVERS 
EVEN MORE BLESSED AS GIVERS 

Intern-mania! 
Having visited Malawi 
twice before on short-
term mission trips, Hana 
and Zoe returned to us 
for a six-week internship 
this summer where they 
worked more closely 
with the kids in after-
school programs and 
partnered with the 
teachers to reinforce 
engaging classroom 
strategies.  They were 
also able to help with a 
sponsorship update — 
New info and pictures of 
your sponsored kids will 
be coming soon!  
Thanks Hana and Zoe!  
We couldn’t have done it 
without you!

For more pics go to  miqlat.com
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