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This is Miqlat’s Vision Statement.  We believe God has shown us that this ministry is about 
transformation – initially of vulnerable Malawian children (thanks to your sponsorship!) and finally 

through these children for an African nation that struggles daily even to feed itself.  This newsletter 
is about two Miqlat children we are privileged to care for, one who has successfully pushed 
through some significant challenges and the other who is in the midst of one of life’s major 

struggles, finding the place God has purposed for her in this world.

During the first year of Miqlat School at Kogoya Hope Center (2016-2017), I would 
often hear from the 6th grade teacher about the frequent tardiness, absence and 
misbehavior of a boy named Damiano.  A handsome and likeable young man, but older 
than most of the other students, he was very focused on being “Mr. Cool”.  Frequent 
talks with him and his guardian by teachers and administrators seemed to yield very 
little improvement, but we continued to welcome him into the classroom whenever he 
chose to be there with the hope that eventually love would win him over.   
     Orphaned since 2004, Damiano lives with his aunt and his only sister, Miriam.  
He worked hard at school for the first 5 years believing that would help him to have a 
better life.  However, when he reached 6th grade, some friends convinced him he 
would be better off dropping out of school to earn money to help his aunt provide 
for the family.  After all, he was now old enough to do a small business and make 

some “fun money” as well.   
 When the Hope Center facilitators realized that he was struggling to stay in school, they invited 
him to our new elementary school in the hopes that smaller classes and more personal attention would 
entice him back to an educational path.  At first, he refused because it meant he would have to repeat a 
grade, but finally he agreed to join half way through the year.  Unfortunately, his bad attendance patterns 
and lack of attention in class kept him from passing that year, but as this year has progressed, he has 
demonstrated a new commitment and confidence in his ability to move on through school.  We are very 
grateful to his teachers who have befriended and encouraged him.  His transformation has been tangible 
and all that know him are very excited for him! 
 What will his future hold?  He hopes to qualify for one of the high schools in the city (a feat only 
one of our children has accomplished so far) and, with God’s help, to become a lawyer so that he can 
provide well for his family (He would be our first!).  He is sincerely appreciative of his sponsor’s support 
and the privilege of being in the Miqlat family.

  
GO DAMIANO! WE’RE ALL ROOTING FOR YOU!

“Raising a Transformed Malawi One Child at a Time”

DAMIANO
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It’s a challenge making the transition from child to adult no matter where in 
the world God has placed you, but our young village girls face more than their 
share of obstacles.  Perhaps, in some ways, it’s easier than in other cultures as 
many of them never have much of a childhood anyway; they are expected to 
“carry their weight” in the family from the time they are 3 or 4 years old.  
From this young age, girls are directed to help with all types of household 
chores so that by the time they are 8 or so, they are capable of doing all 
that their mothers do, including carrying younger siblings on their backs.  
But in reality, they miss the precious experience that play provides in 
childhood development, the irreplaceable opportunity to freely explore who 
God made them to be.  Traditional education in Malawi offers little support 
for helping girls to “sort themselves out” as the perceived necessity to 
focus on fact memorization to pass exams dominates the school curriculum.  Not 
surprisingly, girls often reach puberty knowing only how to do as they’re told, striving to please 
the people around them with little opportunity to consider any of life’s choices that may be available to 
them. 
 Patricia is typical of our older girls.  She has struggled for years to succeed in school and to stand 
strong against those who want to control and manipulate her.  In her first year at Thuchila Hope Center’s 
School, she entered 4th grade as a 17-year-old, but despite much encouragement from the staff, her 
attendance was very inconsistent and her success limited.  But again, we felt that if she would persevere, 
she would progress in time.  A few days ago, she did not report to school to take her final exams and it 
was discovered that, unbeknownst to her guardian, she had moved in with a young man and was hoping 
to marry him.  Although her guardian was upset, she didn’t go after her until our facilitator insisted that it 
was the right thing to do.  Thankfully, she was able to bring Patricia home and she returned to school to 
complete her exams. 
 There’s no telling how long we’ll be able to keep this girl, as the personal and cultural forces pulling 
her away from school are pervasive and strong.  Please pray with us that, like Damiano, Patricia will be 
able to gain a new perspective and give herself the gift of time - to mature, to know herself and to acquire 
the confidence and skills to see hope for a better future.

PATRICIA

ROUND UP YOUR CHANGE AND GIVE!
Coin Up is a revolutionary mobile app that rounds up your everyday credit/debit 
card transactions and donates the “spare change” to MIQLAT each month.
1. Download the App OR sign up online at coinupapp.com.
2. Link Your Debit or Credit Card.
3. Set your monthly round up limit. (as little as $5)
4. Your everyday spending rounds up to the nearest dollar and the change is given to 
Miqlat on a monthly basis. (tax-deductible!)

Every penny helps! Invite friends to give to Miqlat. It’s EASY!

Coin Up Questions? paulette.britton@coinupapp.com
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