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The Miracle of Mercy 
By Sally Fox 

 For a couple of weeks, I’d been noticing that Amos had lost his spark. Always 
lively, smiling and outgoing, he had been wearing an uncharacteristically long face 
that, as we soon discovered, was revealing a breaking heart.  When he finally spoke 
about it, he described a horrible physical deterioration of his mom whom he shares 
with two of our other sponsored children, Chisomo and Zione. For more than a 
month, despite many visits to government hospitals, their mother, Mercy, had been 
sick and getting sicker, continuing to weaken to the point where she could no longer 
sit up and could barely lift her head. 
 Believing we’d been shown this situation for a reason, and that she would 
surely die soon without some immediate intervention, Victor (our Malawian Director) 
and I decided a village “ambulance run” was in order even though it was already 5 
PM and Mercy’s home was quite far out in the bush. Thankfully, our Seventh Day 
Adventist friends at the local mission hospital an hour down the road were available. As we laid Mercy’s 
crumpled body on a stretcher, wondering if she would ever go home to see her children again, the nurses 
questioned, “Why did you wait so long to bring her here?” We could only reply, “We didn’t know.”  
Nevertheless, they went to work doing their best to draw blood from her shriveled veins and making her as 
comfortable as possible in the ICU unit. Then we all prayed . . . and waited . . .   
 After two weeks of receiving generous attention and skilled treatment at this remarkable hospital, 
Mercy was able to walk out and go home to complete her recovery from tuberculosis. Her children (now 
smiling!) and all of us join in thanking God once again for His miracle of healing! 
 Every experience has its lessons . . . Mercy’s situation has helped me to realize yet another level of 
things in life that we often take for granted. In the developing world, life is hard for so many obvious reasons 
(lack of food and clean water, adequate shelter, etc.), but also because of the lack of a less visible resource – 
education and the ability to understand and interact effectively with the world around you. 
 Mercy is HIV positive and was taught how to keep from passing on her condition on to her three 

firstborn children. However, she then went on to have two more babies who are 
both HIV positive and, at 3 and 4, already struggle with their health. I’m not sure 
exactly why that happened, but it’s possible that if she had the education to really 
understand her disease well, she may have chosen to deal with her two last born 
children differently.   
 It is one of our greatest hopes that an enriched education at our Miqlat schools 
will develop our children’s minds well so that they may learn to think critically 
about their lives.  Again and again, we give thanks for your ongoing support of our 
education project!  You’re truly making a difference, not only for your sponsored 
child, but in their community as well!

AMOS!

Chisomo & Zione 
Mercy’s oldest children  Let us then approach God’s throne of  grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 

our time of  need. Hebrews 4:16
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Mark and Laura – Encouraging Leaders and 
Loving Our Kids in the Father’s Name 

When the Lord brought Mark and Laura from England to 
teach in our Hope Centers, we were very excited about the 
possibilities.  Both Bible school graduates, their hearts were 
to “minister to the ministers” among us, primarily the 
pastors who lead the local churches our children attend and 
the facilitators who disciple the kids.  During their classes at 
both Centers, they have brought their pupils closer to their 
heavenly Father through weekly Bible teaching focused often on helping them to develop an 
understanding of a God who wants to have a relationship with His people.  While this is a very common 
belief for most Americans in contemporary churches, it has been quite a learning curve for Africans raised 
in legalistic, law driven religions.  (Picture many churches in America 100 years ago or so.)  We have all 
been quite amazed to see the spiritual growth in our facilitators (and especially their own awareness and 
appreciation of it) and the pastors as well.  As the ultimate testimony to being the recipient of good 
teaching, our Hope Center Bible students have begun regularly using their own increased understanding 
and blossoming relationships to teach those they disciple.  It’s been truly transformative!  

In recent months, the opportunity for Mark and Laura to share their teaching more widely has expanded 
to include our older children.  Twice a month, they now conduct gender based interactive groups where 
our adolescents can freely explore their relationship with God and how it does and can impact their lives.  
Again, we are very excited about the possibilities!

Mark and Laura with the Kogoya Pastors

2018 MIQLAT STAFF WEDDING #1 

Our beautiful and talented 
Communications Coordinator, Emma 

Holmquist from California married the 
love of her life, Malawian Pastor 
Yamikani Kalizang’oma on Saturday, 
May 26. 
We know they will have an incredible 

future together! 

Stay tuned! . . . More Miqlat staff 
weddings to come this year!
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