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Only VICTOR, our animated 
Malawian Director, could make a 
presentation about how to 
succeed in an interview a reason to 
laugh hysterically! . . . And it went 
on for over 30 minutes!  The 
occasion?  Our recent high school 
graduates were applying for a 
position at a local vocational 
school.  These Miqlat students 
have caught the vision for a better 
future through continuing their 
education, but so have many of 
their peers, and the competition is 
now stiff enough that the school is requiring entrance interviews, not just tuition payment.  
In our program alone, the numbers have grown from 3 students in college 5 years ago to a 
total of 50 students who have now completed high school and want to receive further 
training!  Pretty phenomenal!   
 Just having the privilege of attending high school that you provide through your 
sponsorship is HUGE!  Only 16% of the children here who attend elementary school (which 
doesn’t include the many who never start school at all) move on to secondary school, either 
because, in Malawi, that is the end of free education or they fail to pass the 8th grade exit 
exam or it’s just not a priority in an agrarian society.  The numbers dwindle even more when 
you look at post-secondary education.  Currently, only 2.2% of youth are enrolled in 
vocational programs and .8% in University education. This university enrollment is the lowest 
in the world.  Even the rest of  
 Africa averages 12% and the global average is 33% (for developed countries, it’s 
60%).  There are many reasons for these deplorable statistics:  High schools did not even 
exist in the country until 1941, and there were no universities until 1964.  Even then, it took 
25 years until the second university was built.  Political and cultural factors also contribute.  
Many leaders believe that an educated populace is not necessarily a good thing.  People who 
can think for themselves demand a lot more from their leadership, after all.  Additionally, 
since 85% of the people here are still subsistence farmers (raising only enough food to feed 
their own families), one can argue that they really have no need for a formal education. 
Culturally, there is still a widespread belief that academic intelligence is an in-born, innate 
thing for the privileged few and, as such, is not even attainable for the masses. 
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Crazy Camp Fun!

3-Legged Dodgeball!

Construction helpers!

…continued  
All this is to say, we at Miqlat in Malawi face enormous challenges 
as we attempt to take our 450 children to a place of higher 
education where they can gain the skills and knowledge (and 
couple them with the heart of Jesus, of course) to become leaders 
in transforming Malawi to become the place God has always 
intended it to be!  Please pray with us as we trust Him to provide 
the wisdom and support we need for this immense task.  As always, 
we are so thankful for your partnership!

“BABY, IT’S CO-OLD OUT-
SIDE!” 

(even in Africa!) 

 . . . And Christmas is right around the 
corner! . . . The perfect opportunity to bless 
your sponsored child with a beautiful blanket – 
a special gift of warmth and comfort in this cool 
and rainy season!  If the full cost of $15 is not 
in your budget this year, please feel free to 
donate whatever you are able (with a note on 
your invoice or check to clarify the amount and 
purpose of your donation).  If, on the other 
hand, you are able to give more, you could help 
gift some of the children whose sponsors can’t.  
Whatever the case, we are hugely grateful for 
you and your generosity in caring for our kids 
all year long!

ZIKOMO KWAMBIRI!  
(THANK YOU VERY MUCH!) 
For the precious letters to 

your kids! 

We are really pleased that so many of you 
decided to write to your sponsored child this 
month.  It IS very easy to do it on email.  The 
children are thrilled, as always, to hear from 
you and are working on their responses.  
Unless I hear otherwise, I will scan and email 
their responses back to you, but I can also 
“snail mail” them if you prefer.  Please be 
patient in hearing back from them as some are 
off campus at school or go to school until late 
hours.  Thanks for taking the time to invest in 
a relationship with your child.  You can make a 
great difference in their life!

Proud Teacher Training 
College Graduates

Pouring in to those 
who pour out for our 

kids!  Playing and 
growing together at 
our first ever Miqlat 

all staff retreat!
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