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We have a winner! 

Last month, you were 
introduced to the "Youth 
for Peace" and the 
"Nganda Dancers," two 
performance troupes 
representing Kogoya Hope 
Center and Thuchila Hope 
Center, respectively. Highlighted on the 
website and all of our social media platforms, 
the songs and beats of Miqlat invaded the 
United States. As the Youth for Peace stole 
hearts with their sweet singing and positive 
message, the Nganda Dancers induced fun 
and laughter with their drum skills and 
energetic dancing.  

Over two succeeding days, 
we brought a big screen to 
the Hope Centers, 
premiering the videos to 
the kids themselves and 
allowing them to cheer for 
themselves and one 
another. Hilariously, a 
number of kids at Kogoya 
Hope Center cheered 

vehemently for the Thuchila team to win! 
Both Centers were incredibly supportive of 
one another, but in the end, there had to be 
one winner. You voted and we are happy to 
introduce the very first Miqlat Stars of Hope: 
The Youth for Peace from Kogoya Hope 
Center!  

A Starstruck Month

Hope Center kids enjoy seeing 
themselves on the big screen!

http://miqlat.com
http://miqlat.com


 Website: miqlat.com 
 Facebook: Miqlat 
 Instagram: miqlatmalawi 

Home Office: 
Miqlat Inc. 
1850 Lake Morena Rd. 
Campo, CA 91906 
619-478-9200 
Mail Orphan 
Correspondence To: 
Miqlat Inc. 
PO Box 30782 
Chichiri, Blantyre 3 
Malawi, Central Africa

Contact/Questions: 
Sonrise Christian Fellowship 
Kogoya Hope Center 
Bill & Judy Saunders 
760-728-7859 
billandjudysaunders@gmail.com 
Sponsorship: 
Kogoya Hope Center 
Contact: Gayle Kott 
760-728-5322 
gmktt@aol.com

Contact/Questions: 
Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church 
Thuchila Hope Center 
Lauri Balbi - Outreach Project 
Coordinator 
lbalbi@fopc.org 

Sponsorship: 
Thuchila Hope Center 

Content and photos 
Sally Fox & Emma Holmquist

Football Phenomenon Gabadinho Mhango 
 Visits with Hope 

 During one of his rare breaks from the crazy schedule of 
playing professional soccer in South Africa, Gabadinho Mhango, 
or Gaba, as he is known by his fans and followers, found a day to 
visit both Miqlat Hope Centers. Born deep in rural Northern 
Malawi, Gaba began playing soccer full time when he dropped out 
of school to allow his younger siblings to utilize their family's 
meager finances for a chance at education. 
 After playing locally for a few years, Gaba has since been 
scouted by a South African club team and last year won the league 
while playing for the Bidvets Wits. He is BELOVED around Malawi! 
Though he has become to us a famous presence in African soccer, 
this humble young man proved to kids and community alike that he 
is still just a normal Malawian guy. A number of times along the 
journey to the Hope Centers, Gaba stopped the car to hop out and 
greet an elderly grandmother or a crew of construction workers.  
 At Kogoya, our kids had prepared a welcome speech and a 
traditional dance in his honor. The main hall was packed to 
overflowing as Gabadinho shared a message of perseverance, 
encouragement, and hope in the face of challenges. He took 
questions from the youth and got choked up as he passionately 
pleaded with them to use this opportunity they have to get a good 
education, something he was unable to attain.  
 If you have been to Thuchila, you know the singing, 
drumming, and dancing that greets all visitors. They made no 
exception with Gaba! He rolled out of the car and jumped right into 
the dance with our kids and staff before taking off to the soccer 
field with one of the kid's soccer balls made of discarded plastic, and 
a massive crowd of children in his wake. Later, he stood under a shade structure at the end of 
the field and shared his story, getting into his stride during this second chance to speak. Later in 
the week, Gaba wrote this on his Instagram: "Shared my story for the first time in front of people 
who reminded me of myself. I was reminded of the times things weren't so clear...All I needed 
was someone to remind me of how God still cares for me...In the highlight of all, the kids I went 
to cheer and share stories with stretched out THEIR hands to pray for me. Never been more 
humbled."  
 We loved the opportunity to show welcome and love for this local star and are immensely 
grateful for his sharing and encouragement to the kids. They are still talking about his visit a 
month later!  
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