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To launch our new online experience, the Hope Center kids have 
brushed off their creative talents and are battling it out in a song and 
dance competition. In the week after Easter, each center had an in-
house competition day, where small groups performed songs or 
dances. With a combination of judging from the Hope Center staff and 
cheer-voting by the kids in the audience, the most spectacular 
performance from each center was selected to be featured in a music 
video. These videos are now online for YOU to watch, laugh, enjoy, 
dance with, and most importantly: VOTE. At the end of May, we will be 
showing both videos at the Hope Centers and announcing a winning 
team. Which center has the best performing arts skills for Spring of 
2017? We need you to help us decide!  

Team Kogoya: Youth for Peace 
Coordinated by one of our teachers, the Youth for Peace team is 
performing a song called “Rainbow Colors”, promoting the ideas of 
unity, dialogue, justice, and peace among all peoples. The team itself 
is a great representation of these ideas, as it includes children from a 
number of different circles of friends, different ages and different 
school classes. We’re not sure how they all chose to group together, 
but we love the team it produced and so did the rest of their friends at 
the center! 

Team Thuchila: The Nganda Dancers 
Based around the incredible drumming skills of the Thuchila boys, the 
Nganda Dancers perform a traditional Malawian dance from the Ngoni 
tribe of central Malawi. They circle the drums, singing, chanting, 
hollering, and beating the ground with their feet, different dancers 
jumping atop the largest drum to show off their individual dancing 
prowess at a moment’s notice. A combination of boys and girls, the 
Nganda Dancers are a display of our older students bringing their 
maturity and personal flair to a traditional practice.

Miqlat’s First Stars of Hope Competition: We need YOU to Vote!

Ready to get into the action?
Visit miqlat.com/starsofhope to watch the videos and vote for your favorite!
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New Programs from our Friends: 
Pastor's Training and Saturday 

Clubs 

 In the latter months of 2016, the 
Lord birthed a love for Miqlat in the hearts 
of Laura and Mark Russell, a couple from 
the UK with a passion for healing ministry, 
teaching the Father heart of God, and 
equipping leaders in the local church. A 
partnership with them has reinvigorated 
the Miqlat connection with our local pastors through their capable and passionate 
teaching of the fundamentals of faith and ministry to the pastors at both Thuchila and 
Kogoya. One would hope that pastors already know the fundamentals, but being a 
pastor in rural Malawi may be a hereditary position or a position of heart calling, but 
usually involves little to no training. Each of these Christian leaders has expressed 
gratitude for the deepening of their understanding that the Russells’ classes are 
bringing.  

 Mark and Laura are also partnering with us in transforming Saturdays at the 
Hope Centers. In June, we are launching Saturday Specials, featuring new activities, 
guest teachers, clubs, and service projects. Once a month, the Russells lead discussion 
groups with our older students, inviting them to dialogue about the important things of 
life (like relationships, school, struggles at home, or even soccer!) On other weeks, 
Emma is teaching contemporary dance, much to the hilarity of all the children trying to 
pronounce “passé,” “coupé,” and other fancy French ballet terms. The facilitators at 
each center are getting involved by planning their own clubs that will probably include 
Choir Club, Storytelling Club, Football (Soccer) Club, and even a Service Club. We also 
anticipate bringing new volunteers from Blantyre every now and then to keep things 
fresh. We're looking forward to Saturday afternoons offering such new excitement that 
the children don't even balk at attending Saturday morning tutoring so they can 
participate in clubs after lunch! 
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Laura teaching Pastors

continued from page 1: kids dancing 2: an 
audience enjoying the performance.

mailto:gmktt@aol.com
mailto:lbalbi@fopc.org
mailto:thuchila@sbcglobal.net
mailto:billandjudysaunders@gmail.com
mailto:gmktt@aol.com
mailto:billandjudysaunders@gmail.com
http://www.miqlat.com
mailto:lbalbi@fopc.org
mailto:thuchila@sbcglobal.net
http://www.miqlat.com

